
WELCOME LETTER

Photographing the Northern New Mexico Landscape
July 25-30, 2021

Instructor: Mark Schumann

Dear Friends and Fellow Photographers,

Congratulations on the decision you have made to gift yourself an opportunity to partic-
ipate in a photographic workshop at Ghost Ranch. I hope and expect that by week’s end 
your experience of this magical, mystical landscape, at this most special retreat center, 
will leave you feeling rewarded photographically and spiritually.

Sunday evening, following the all-ranch orientation and dinner, we will gather to intro-
duce ourselves, and to begin exploring some of the landscape photography principals we 
will be exercising over the following four days. Many of the concepts we will be working 
on during our morning and afternoon photographic sessions are drawn from others, 
including Colorado photographer, Glenn Randall. As a gift to each of you, I will have a 
copy of the second edition of Glenn’s book, “The Art, Science and Craft of Great Land-
scape Photography.”

Because the best light for landscape photography is typically present in the morning 
and afternoon, I encourage you to come willing to rise early enough to photograph at 
sunrise, and to stay out late enough to photograph at sunset. For your effort, you will be 
rewarded with landscape images to savor for a lifetime. During our time at the Ranch, 
the sun will be rising around 5:30, and setting around 7:30.  If rising that early is not for 
you, don’t worry, you will have plenty of opportunities to photograph after breakfast. 
Just know that I will be prepared to head out early with any participants interested in 
joining me.

Late morning to mid-afternoon will be free time. During this time, I will be available for 
one-on-one image reviews, and for working with your images in Lightroom. You might 
also enjoy resting, walking the labyrinth, visiting with each other, reading, and exploring 
the Ranch’s museum of paleontology.

Each afternoon we will photograph before and after dinner. Please keep in mind, 
though, that every photography session is optional. This week at Ghost Ranch is for you, 
so pace yourself as you please.
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In terms of equipment, the first thing to be said is that less is more. The less equipment 
you have with you, the more images you will make. Over the years, I have worked with 
clients who have made fine images with their smart phone cameras. Having said that, 
phone cameras do have their limitations, especially in the extremely high contrast light 
found at sunrise and sunset. As one of my seminary professors often said, each of us is 
the chairperson of our own self-care committee.

Typically, I shoot with a full-frame digital camera, the Nikon D850, and I take with me a 
16-35mm lens, a 24-70mm lens and a 70-200mm lens. My other equipment often in-
cludes a light tripod and a polarizing filter. The tripod I only use at sunrise and sunset. If 
I were to bring just one lens, it would be a zoom lens in the range of 24-70mm, or 24-
120mm.

If you have questions, please feel free to write me at mark@schumannphoto.com, or call 
me at 505.901.2544.

Take care, travel save, and I will see you July 25th at Ghost Ranch.

My best,

Mark Schumann
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