
WELCOME LETTER

Mastering Silver and Stone
August 22-28

Instructors Jamie Halpern and Steve LaRance

Course Overview: This is a hands-on course in silver jewelry-making for students with 
advanced silversmith skills. This class will provide advanced students the opportunity to 
work alongside other experienced jewelry-makers in furthering their skills and exploring 
new techniques. Studio work will be supplemented by demonstrations and discussions 
and guest instructors. Students will practice a variety of silversmithing techniques such 
as lapidary and channel inlay bracelet construction and silver Tufa casting and will leave 
with multiple pieces of wearable art.

We are very excited to have the opportunity to help expand students silversmithing, 
stone-inlay and silver casting techniques. The fully-equipped Ghost Ranch silversmith 
studio provides a wonderful opportunity for students to hone their skills in silver jew-
elry-making in a beautiful location with a long history in the creative arts. The camara-
derie of working with other experienced silver artists provides a unique opportunity for 
personal growth and enhanced creativity. Ghost Ranch is a place of beauty and serenity 
that nurtures the creative spirit in everyone it touches.

General Workshop Hours: The daily class schedule is 9-noon and 1-3:30. For those who 
are interested, the studio will also be open in the late afternoon and evening, though 
participation in other Ranch activities is also encouraged. Ghost Ranch is a wonderful 
place to visit with many things to do and many places to explore!

Class Fees and Supply List Requested by Instructor: The studio is fully equipped with 
all the needed tools, supplies and equipment. Students may bring their own hand-tools 
if they have them, but please make sure they are labeled with the student’s name.  If 
students have stones or silver supplies they would like to use, please bring them along, 
too.  NOTE: Students will be required to purchase the silver used in the class if they 
don’t bring their own materials. We will have all the needed sliver available for purchase 
at the studio. PLEASE NOTE: Students should expect to spend between $100 - $300 or 
more on silver for the week, unless brought from home – and this cost is NOT included 
in the class fee and will be paid at the end of class. 
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Students should also bring clothing that can get dirty and closed-toe shoes for safety.

Recommended Resources: There are many books available in the library or on-line that 
illustrate southwest-style jewelry and jewelry construction techniques. Two excellent 
books to look for are:
The Complete Metalsmith by Tim McCreight , and Indian Jewelry Making by Oscar T. 
Branson

Instructor Contact Information:

Jamie Halpern is an accomplished silversmith, lapidary artist and instructor. His 
work reflects southwestern art and jewelry-making styles and is influenced by travels 
throughout the United States, the South Pacific and Europe. Jamie works with silver and 
colorful semi-precious stones through metal fabrication, casting and inlay. Through his 
teaching with beginning and advanced jewelry students and artists, Jamie celebrates 
creativity and nurtures artistic expression. He leads the silversmithing and lapidary arts 
program at Ghost Ranch in Abiquiu, New Mexico and has taught classes at Ghost Ranch 
for over 10 years. He works in his studio in Santa Fe and his jewelry is sold through pri-
vate commissions. 

jehalpern@comcast.net
JEHalpernJewelry.com

Steve Wikviya LaRance of Hopi and Assiniboine descent is a silversmith artist from 
the village of Munquapi on Third Mesa, Hopi, and a member of the Sun Clan. His Hopi 
name, Wikviya, means ‘bringing back the blessings of the successful hunt’.  Steve trained 
at the Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) in Santa Fe, NM and teaches at Santa 
Fe Community College. He has exhibited his work and won numerous awards at some 
of the most prestigious Native American Art shows in the nation including the Heard 
Museum Indian Market (Phoenix, AZ), Eiteljorg Museum Native Arts Market (Indianap-
olis, IN), National Museum of the American Indian (Washington, D.C.) and the Santa Fe 
Indian Market. His work is on exhibit in the Arizona State Museum (Tucson, AZ), Lin-
den Museum (Stuttgart, Germany), Museum of Indian Arts & Culture (MIAC, Santa Fe, 
NM), and National Museum of Turkmenistan (Ashgabat, Turkmenistan), among others.  
Steve creates jewelry utilizing the Tufa Cast technique originating from the metal smiths 
of the Native Southwest.  This casting technique uses the volcanic Tufa stone found in 
the region. The tufa is carved by hand to create a one of a kind mold. Molten silver is 
then poured into the tufa mold to create beautifully textured silver jewelry.

www.dlfineart.org


