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Stations of the Cross and Ways of the Earth 

 

 

FIFTH STATION: JESUS IS JUDGED BY PILATE 

 

Theological theme:  

Jesus is judged again and condemned again. After the Sanhedrin, Jesus is sent to Pontius Pilate, the governor 

of the Roman province of Judaea. Pilate asks Jesus many questions but Jesus doesn’t respond much. Perhaps 

he knew this judgement was not fair and wouldn’t mean anything for him to speak. The politician Pilate guides 

Pilate the judge. He wants to satisfy the crowd, not to act justly. That is why Pilate chooses Barrabas to set 

free.  Pilate also wanted to set an example to his people about what might happen to them in case anyone 

wanted to create social upheavals. 

 

Theological insight: 

The injustices of our world are reflected in the ways many politicians and judges are using the law for 

everything: judging the poor, supporting big corporations, and keeping corruption in place. For instance, the 

prison system is in itself a system of punishment that intends to destroy people’s lives and not regenerate. 

Most of the imprisoned people are poor, mostly blacks, but also brown, indigenous and poor whites. To put 

people in jail is to condemn them to death and destruction of entire families and communities As we gaze at 

the cross as a symbol of salvation, we also must look for what Prof Cone said “ongoing suffering and 

oppression of human beings, Ignacio Ellacuría, the Salvadoran Martyr, called ‘the crucified peoples of history.’” 

(James H. Cone, The Cross and the Lynching Tree). 

 

This week in Brazil, the Mayor “Pilate” of a big city called Porto Alegre said: “Please give your life for the sake 

of the economy.” We can’t fall prey to these forms of discourses. We can never give our lives for the economic 

sector which are often many of those who own and oppress other people’s bodies. 

 

The same way, the earth is suffering because politicians and judges are not paying attention to anything the 

earth has to say. We are all like Pontius Pilate, not paying attention to anything besides our desires and 

entitlement to have all we want. We are judging the earth without knowing it. And without knowing it, we are 

condemning to death the earth and all who lives in it. 

 

Arrival: 

 

1) Go to your tree/plant and bow to her greeting <insert your tree’s name> with a smile. Say I am happy to be 

here with you.  

 

2) Seat near tree/plant and breathe in and out for 5 minutes.  

    At every breathe you say:  I have arrived, by God’s mercy, I have arrived. 

 

Once you finish your breathing meditation, pour a little water next to the tree and say:  

With this water/soil I feed you, I care for you, I honor you.   

 

Prayer  

God of all the wretched of the earth, I’ve come to you in this lonely hour to listen and to pray. I come to you to 

walk with Jesus in his path to the cross and to pay attention to the earth, your body, your gift to us. I pray to  



be one with you and the earth. I pray to be able to listen to you as I listen to the earth! I pray that the cross 

will remind me of your love given to me through the earth.  

 

Today, we come to you to remember Jesus’ judgement. Again, Jesus didn’t have a fair hearing by Pilate and he 

was convicted. Oh God we ask, “what was he convicted of? For speaking the truth? For looking at the 

marginalized people? For restoring people’s dignity?” We saw Pilate with no mercy, no way of searching for 

justice. Pilate’s judgement was Jesus’ death. We look at Jesus history and feel the weight of wrongs done to 

Jesus and his absurd death sanctioned by the government of this time. God have mercy. 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of the forgotten, we pray for historical wrongs done to so many people ~ Indigenous people, the black 

people, the brown people, the Palestinians, and all who lost their lives to governments’ power and their laws 

of death. God have mercy. 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of the imprisoned, we pray for the county jails near my house (add their names). I pray for each person 

locked there. So many precious people robbed off their lives and never offered possibility to live free again. 

Bless them! We also pray for those who actually leave prison. When they leave the have to carry a heavy 

stamp: convicted. With that label, they often cannot get jobs or have people trust them again. They lose 

essential rights and are tossed in the margins of society. Oh God, we follow a convicted savior, a God who was 

label CONVICTED!  Help us love and fight and be in solidarity with all people convicted. God have mercy. 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of healing! Death, pain and suffering are everywhere with COVID. We pray for those convicted to death 

by this virus and our lack of care. God have mercy of those who lost beloved ones. 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of <insert your tree’s name>, we have used our laws of development and economic growth to relate to the 

earth only as resources. The earth and all the living beings the soil, the air only serve as resources not 

neighbors. Like Pilate, we have judged the earth, your body. We have not listened to the earth, we have not 

related with the earth as a living being. Like Pilate, we have instead set free our desires, having Barrabas as the 

free economic growth and search for profit. God the creator, we pray for every place where the earth has 

fallen due to the burden of us humans. We have not considered the earth carefully. We have carried the 

pretense that we are above the animals and above the earth. We have not equated our living with the living of 

other species. Help us find better awareness of who we are in relation to your creation. In your mercy, hear 

our prayers!   Amen. 

 

Biblical Text: Mark 15: 1-5, 15 

 

The chief priests with the elders and the scribes, that is, the whole Sanhedrin, held a council. They bound Jesus, 

led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate questioned him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" He said to 

him in reply, "You say so." The chief priests accused him of many things. Again Pilate questioned him, "Have 

you no answer? See how many things they accuse you of." Jesus gave him no further answer, so that Pilate was 

amazed.... Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barrabas... [and] handed [Jesus] over to be crucified. 

 



Meditation - Think with these questions: 

What was the spirit of Jesus as he was being interviewed by Pontius Pilate? 

Personally, when was it that you felt so unfairly judged? Do you still carry these wounds? How can you let go 

of that hurt? Can you hear your body telling you how you feel? Can you tell your body: “it is time to let go and 

not be held by its power anymore. I release myself from this pain and I ask God’s grace for healing.” 

What do we see in our world that relates to unjust trials, unfair hearings and denied paroles? 

How can we turn from convicting people from their mistakes to multiple programs of restoration? 

Do you think prisons are wrong? What can we do to start thinking about ways to substitute prisons which are 

colonial unjust institutions? How can we think of other forms of society?  

In what ways can we relate prisons for humans to prisons for animals? In many cases, Zoos are prisons for 

animals but in some other cases zoos serve as protection. Do you agree?  

Wouldn’t animal slaughterhouses be also forms of imprisonment and death? 

What parts of the earth and what species are we condemning to death?  

How politics and laws condemn the earth to death? 

Should we engage a change of heart regarding prisons and forms of human animal and wildlife destruction?  

How can the cross help us in changing our minds, hearts and practices? 

 

Meditate – Silence 

 

Ritual with your tree/plant 

 

Place your two hands in your tree/plant and say: Dear <insert your tree’s name>, we humans have considered 

ourselves the supreme species of the earth. We have ruled everything about all of the other lives of the earth. 

As a result, we are condemning all of us to death. Now holding you, I want to change my heart, my mind and 

my attitudes. Here with you and before God, I want to committee myself to pay attention to all who are 

imprisoned in some way or another: people, animals, fishes, species, land, forests, oceans. I want to restore 

my relationship with my fellow humans, animals and the earth as a whole bountiful relation of freedom and 

mutuality! So that, we can start ways of mutual restoration and care. In God’s love.  

 

Put your forehead into the trunk of the tree of the leaves of your plant and say both names: <insert your name> 

and <insert your tree’s name> 

 

Blessing 

Stretching your arms above you, say: 

God of love I bless the earth as I bless <insert your tree’s name> 

I send energies of love and kindness to the earth as ways to restore all of the condemnation we have impinged 

other humans, animals, and all other forms of life.  

God of the cross, you who came to release the captives, I send the good news of your love to the world now as 

seeds of freedom!  

May all who are imprisoned be set free! May all humans may set free! May all animals be set earth free! May 

all the earth set free!   

In Jesus name who is our freedom. Amen. 

 

Pour the rest of the water or soil next to the tree (or on the plant) and say:  I bless you with this water 

 

Suggestions: 

Make the sign of the cross.  

Leave with an open heart for everyone who is suffering, human and non-human beings. 

Write/pain/photograph your experience. 


