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Stations of the Cross and Ways of the Earth 

 

 

FOURTEENTH STATION: JESUS IS PLACED IN THE TOMB 

 

 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph, who was himself a disciple of 

Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be handed over.  

Taking the body, Joseph wrapped it [in] clean linen and laid it in his new tomb that he had hewn in the rock.  

Then he rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb and departed. 

(Matthew 27: 57-60) 

 

Theological theme:  

 

Jesus body is now a disposable excrement. After crucifixion, bodies would be left hanging on the cross to be 

eaten by animals or get rotten. Some bodies were buried. We do not know what would happen to Jesus’ body 

if it was not for the presence of Joseph from Arimathea.  But because of his presence, Jesus body was wrapped 

in linen and placed at a new tomb. Joseph placed Jesus’ body there and left.   

 

Theological insight: 

 

Culturally we have a certain kind of repulse when we see a dead body. Fear, anxiety and horror is what some 

of us feel before such an abject presence. We can’t deal with breathless bodies. Culturally, we are educated to 

get rid of the body as soon as possible. Some funerals are done without the presence of the body.   Against 

that background, what would it mean to wrap Jesus’ body in clean linen? Especially, to wrap the body of the 

one who promised life but it is now dead? Was Jesus’ dead body the sign of the end of all he said? In this 

station all we have is Jesus dead body pushing us to ponder about death. What does death mean? I urge you 

not to run towards resurrection but stay here, on Friday, and not rush to Sunday so as to make ourselves feel 

good.  How do we handle Jesus death and our own death? Does it have to be scary? Does our story end with 

the end of our breathless bodies? What do we fear about dying? What does our culture teach us about death 

and dying? For some cultures, to die is to be absorbed by the earth or eaten by other animals so that the 

person can continue to live in the lives of its people when they plant or when they eat the plants and animals, 

forming a circle of life that never ends. When we know we are a part of a circle of life that keeps going, there 

is no oblivion but eternal remembrance as we die and continue to live. Our lives end where it started in the 

earth, in the hands of the God of life.  

 

The presence of Joseph from Arimathea is very telling. The text says he was rich and it was because of his 

presence that Jesus had a dignified burial: clean linen and new tomb. To die in that time was very expensive, 

just like it is now. How is it that more or less money defines the honor of one’s life through the funeral? What 

happens to life when death is measured by money? Doesn’t it also show how confused we are about life and 

death? 

 

If we pay attention, we can also see that Jesus burial was done just like most people are dying of COVID these 

days: no family around, no friends, no mourning. Only a stranger to take care of his body. Just like people are 

dying these days.  

 



What if we think the tomb of Jesus as the earth and Jesus body as seed? Every death can be a seed for a new 

beginning. I hope you have heard of Oscar Romero, Archbishop of El Salvador and now a saint consecrated by 

Pope Francis. In a homily, Archbishop Romero preached when he was being threatened by the military he said: 

“If they kill me, I will be reborn in the Salvadoran people.” That is the meaning of Jesus body in the tomb: 

death that will be turned into life, life waiting to be born again. That is how we should think about our life and 

work on earth: we must keep on planting seeds of love, trees, cleaning oceans, show mercy, looking upon the 

least of these, protecting wilderness places, doing justice, fighting for animals, honoring the lives of those 

abandoned, protecting the bees, go against poison in our food, pray for all suffering and so on.  

 

Another important aspect of Jesus’ death: Jesus didn’t die only for humans but for animals, vegetations, air, 

water, mineral, rocks, mountains and forests. And surely for trees! Jesus’ body in the tomb is like a seed of life 

waiting to be reborn and that is why we are planting a tree today or tomorrow. We will plant a tree as if we 

are Joseph from Arimathea. And as Joseph left, we will leave it to the earth to do the work. As the women who 

went to visit the tomb, we will keep watch on the tree to support it. Perhaps we will water it when there is no 

rain, we will provide better soil, or do whatever the new born tree needs. For resurrection is this: unless we 

work with the earth as Joseph put the body away and the women went to visit Jesus, we will see no 

resurrection! If we just wait for a spiritual resurrection, the earth, who is often not part of our spirituality, will 

continue to die. For resurrection to happen one needs to bury the body/plant a seed and watch for it adding 

balms in the body/care for the new tree. Only then, we will witness that, what was a dead body is now 

resurrected and what was once a damaged forest it will become again a new revitalized forest! This is the 

promise of Jesus death and his dead body: seed! Resurrection! To each one of us! To the whole earth! 

 

Instructions 

 

Bring a cup of water/soil with you. 

 

Seat or stand next to your tree/ plant. Pause and breathe in and out for 5 minutes. Slow breaths in and out. At 

every breathe you say:  I have arrived, by God’s mercy, I have arrived 

 

Once you finish your breathing meditation, pour a little water/soil and say:  With this water I bless you. 

   

Prayer  

God of love, I’ve come to you in this lonely hour to listen and to pray. I come to you to walk with Jesus in his 

path to the cross and to pay attention to the earth, your body, your gift to us. I pray to be one with you and 

the earth. I pray to be able to listen to you as I listen to the earth! I pray that the cross will remind me of your 

love given to me through the earth.  

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of death, I come to you to remember Jesus’ body being taken down from the wooden tree, wrapped in 

clean linen and placed in a new tomb. Have mercy on him! 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of strangers, we pray for all of the Josephs of Arimatheas of this word, the ones giving honor to people 

who were abandoned.  Have mercy on them! 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 



God of strangers, we pray for everyone wrapping up dead bodies due to COVID these days. Those who care for 

the bodies of those who have died and who nobody can touch. Give them strength. Have mercy on them! 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of the empty tombs and dead zones where life is mostly absent. We pray for tombs filled with dead 

bodies not cared for and for places filled with rich diversity being destroyed.  We pray for forest being 

decimated, earth turned into fossil fuel, mountains becoming things to buy. We pray for all forms of life who 

were turn into objects, without honor so we can do whatever we want with them. In your mercy, hear our 

prayers!  

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

Biblical Text - Matthew 27: 57-60 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea named Joseph, who was himself a disciple of 

Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be handed over. Taking the 

body, Joseph wrapped it [in] clean linen and laid it in his new tomb that he had hewn in the rock. Then he rolled 

a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb and departed. 

 

Meditation 

Think with these questions: 

 

What the dead body of Jesus says to you? 

What does it mean to die? 

Are you afraid of dying? Why? 

What do our culture teach us that we have become so troubled with dead bodies?  

How do you envision your own funeral? 

What is your theology after this life?  

 

If the tomb is the earth and Jesus’ body is a seed, how can we think about this connection?  

What can we do to support the earth in its resurrection?  

 

Meditate – Silence 

 

Ritual Gesture – Plant a new tree 

 

Tell your tree or your plant that you brought her/him/they a new friend. Put your forehead on the tree or 

touch your plant carefully. Place the little tree you have in close contact with your tree for couple minutes. 

Introduce them to each other. Then get your new tree and go to the place you will plant it.  

 

Before you start digging the soil, say a prayer:  

 

Precious earth, you have so much life inside of you. We need resurrection everywhere in this crucified world. I 

ask you permission to plant this tree and pray that you welcome her/him/they in your womb. Amen. 

 

Pause-Silence 

 

Start digging – Listen to the sounds of digging and sing a song to this glorious being. 

 



Once you place the tree inside, tell her/him/they the name you have for her/him/they. 

 

When you finish, say a prayer:  

In life and death we belong to God! May you live fully! May you help us resurrect! Amen! 

 

(Now, read this text John 1: 1-5) 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 

with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 

 

Read this text: Romans 11: 33-36 

 

O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  

How unsearchable are God’s judgements and how inscrutable God’s ways!  

‘For who has known the mind of the Lord? 

   Or who has been God’s counsellor?’  

‘Or who has given a gift to God?, 

   to receive a gift in return?’  

For from God and through God and to God are all things. To God be the glory for ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Next to your new tree you say this blessing: 

 

In life and death we belong to God. So many people and trees were killed today. 

With you, we announce that in the midst of death there can be life and resurrection. You are a seed within the 

earth and life will overcome death. 

May your presence be a sign of a new earth to us and to the future generations! Amen. 

 

Go back to your tree and say this blessing: 

 

My precious <insert name of tree/plant>: I am so grateful to you for your company during these weeks.  Like 

Job, I had heard of you but I didn’t know you until few weeks ago. But now, I say that my eyes can see you, my 

hands touch you, my body feel you. You have come alive to me and you are part of me now.  From now own I 

will take care of you! I will pay attention to you! I will greet you! I will come touch you and meditate and pray 

with you. I will honor you every day of my life. And with you I will remember all those suffering and pray for 

them. I will do all I can to go through the stations of the crosses of those suffering and learn and act. For now, 

accept my deepest gratitude for being with me and changing me during this season. We have begun a long 

friendship and I thank God for you! And as I said to you last week I say again: 

"I will hold your spirit in me" 

‘It is finished!’ But you know what? It isn’t! 

 

Pour the rest of the water or pout soil in your tree/plant and say: I bless you with this water/soil 

 

Suggestions: 

Make the sign of the cross  

Leave with an open heart for everyone who is suffering, human and non-human beings. 

Journal/create some artistic expression/photograph your experience. 


