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Stations of the Cross and Ways of the Earth 

 

ELEVENTH STATION: JESUS PROMISES GOD’S HOME 

 

Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us." 

The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, "Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to the same 

condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our 

crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom." He replied to him, "Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

(Luke 23: 39-43) 

 

Theological theme:  

 

Jesus’s crucifixion is now in full display for the tragic feelings and the obscene desires of the people. A show of 

horrors with a clear message by the state: you do what we do not want and this will be the consequence. A 

violent governing body selecting who can live and who can’t. next to Jesus two thieves. They represent our 

own humanity: one part of us made of changes and transformations, and a part of us that gets stuck in our 

death drive and cannot change; one part of us that are led by our best angels and another part of us that are 

led by our worst demons. They compose, along with Jesus, the possibilities of redemption and the disasters 

and failures of who we are. To one, God’s home is promised by Jesus. As for the other who diminishes and 

curses Jesus, silence. 

 

Theological insight: 

 

This is a hard moment, but one that somewhat makes us feel good. There is at least some justice: the bad guy 

goes to hell and the good guy goes to heaven. To one, God’s home, to the other what? Would Jesus turn the 

bad thief away when he gets to the gates of Paradise? Would the ships of the left and right side still be the 

metaphor of our destiny? Is God’s home/bosom only for some? Are we always on the right side and our 

enemies are on the left side of God? At this moment, before Jesus and the two thieves, what do you make of 

God’s love? 

 

Jesus still finds a moment of compassion to care for the thief. How hard it is to care for someone else when we 

feel we have nothing left to give.  

 

Jesus’ body and soul are now hanging on a piece of wood. Dead wood to carry dead bodies. Discarded “things” 

by society and those who rule everything. People and the earth turned into garbage so we can dispose them 

without guilt or responsibility for them. For many, to kill certain people, animals and the earth, doesn’t matter 

much as long as we are safe and have what we want. In that process, we put walls for garbage people to be 

away from us, we create prisons to put garbage people also distant from our homes, we pollute rivers and the 

oceans with garbage because in fact, they are garbage too. The consequences are enormous. We destroy 

thousands of people’s lives.  We destroy natural habitats. Birds feed their babies with plastic, our garbage, 

thinking that it is food. We are hanging so many forms of life and entire worlds in the crosses of the dead 

woods of our desires. We have created societies of dead wood where we crucify so people and species, 

wilderness and bio-regions. They are right there, hanging in front of our eyes, as a horror show. 

 

 

 



Instructions 

 

Bring a cup of water/soil with you. 

 

Seat or stand next to your tree/ plant. Pause and breathe in and out for 5 minutes. Slow breaths in and out. At 

every breathe you say:  I have arrived, by God’s mercy, I have arrived 

 

Once you finish your breathing meditation, pour a little water/soil and say:  With this water I bless you. 

 

Prayer  

 

God of love, I’ve come to you in this lonely hour to listen and to pray. I come to you to walk with Jesus in his 

path to the cross and to pay attention to the earth, your body, your gift to us. I pray to be one with you and 

the earth. I pray to be able to listen to you as I listen to the earth! I pray that the cross will remind me of your 

love given to me through the earth.  

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of the crucified Jesus, I come to you to remember Jesus hanging on a dead wood. Have mercy on him! 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of thieves, good and bad ones, God of immigrants, God of refugees, God of imprisoned people, God of 

the poor, God of abandoned people, God of all garbage people, have mercy! 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

Jesus was losing his breath in the cross. As the thieves were too. We lament those losing their breathing 

capabilities in hospitals, in waiting rooms, at home, on the streets. People losing their lives due to COVID. God 

have mercy! 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of enough, we in the United States don’t know what enough to live means. We consume 44% of the 

world’s resources. We have everything, we must have everything and we always seem to want more. When 

we get bored, we go buy something. We demand everything. All for the sake of our happiness, or perhaps our 

emptiness. We are one of the biggest producers of garbage in the world. And our garbage goes to rivers, 

oceans, landfills and animals. Maybe we should pray: God do NOT have mercy on us until we change.   

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of garbage,  

We pray for all those hanging on the Golgothas of our world today 

For bio-regions, soil, species, destroyed by extractivism.  

For animals crucified by ways of our consumption. 

For fossils turned into combustion, fuel and CO2 

For birds feeding their babies with plastic. 

For polluted waters killing fish everywhere. 

For coral reefs hanging on their last breaths. 



For honeyeaters who are confused singing somebody else’s songs. 

For oceans dying on the crosses of plastics we keep piling up.  

For all forms of life who are breathing their last breaths. 

Oh God please have mercy! 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

Biblical Text - (Luke 23: 39-43) 

 

Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us." 

The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply, "Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to the same 

condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our 

crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom." He replied to him, "Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise. 

 

 

Meditation 

Think with these questions: 

 

What kinds of crosses do we have in the world today? 

Who create these crosses? 

Who die in these crosses? 

 

Think of power and governments: 

What crosses do they create? For what? 

 

Think of patriarchy: 

What crosses do they create? For what? 

 

Think of racism: 

What crosses do they create? For what? 

 

Think of capitalism: 

What crosses do they create? For what? 

 

Think of the ways of the earth: 

What are the crosses the earth is hanging on today?  

What species are hanging on crosses today? 

What parts of the animal, vegetable and mineral worlds are on crosses today? 

 

Thinking about the thieves, who are we? The one allowing to be changed or the stubborn one not caring for 

anything?  

 

Who are hanging on crosses near you? 

 

 

Meditate – Silence 

 

 



 

Ritual Gesture: 

 

Put your forehead on the tree or touch your plant carefully. Close your eyes and listen. Listen to what your 

tree/plant is telling you. Give time to listen. Then you say:  

I want to learn how to listen to you.  

I need you to hold me today. For the world is going weary. So many crucifixions. I need grounding. Hold me 

tight! 

 

(You can do two things: 1) hold on tight to your tree/plant. 2) Sit on the ground and touch the ground. While 

you do that, close your eyes and breathe slowly. Feel your breath coming in and out of your nostrils. Stay 

there until your anxiety washes away into the earth and the earth received it).  

 

After this time say: 

For this ground I am grateful.  

For you I am grateful.  

For the earth, I am grateful. 

For peace, I am grateful. 

 

Pause-Silence 

 

(Now, look up to the skies and say:) 

 

 

Psalm 121 

 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— 

   from where will my help come?  

My help comes from the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth.  

 

He will not let your foot be moved; 

   he who keeps you will not slumber.  

He who keeps Israel 

   will neither slumber nor sleep.  

 

The Lord is your keeper; 

   the Lord is your shade at your right hand.  

The sun shall not strike you by day, 

   nor the moon by night.  

 

The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

   he will keep your life.  

The Lord will keep 

   your going out and your coming in 

   from this time on and for evermore. 

 

 

 



 

Blessing 

 

With your back touching the tree or one hand holding your plant, stretch your arms above you and say: 

Where there is crucifixion, I declare justice! 

Where there is crucifixion, I declare freedom! 

Where there is crucifixion, I bring life! 

Where there is crucifixion, I bring my light! 

Where there is crucifixion, I bring my prayers! 

Where there is crucifixion, I bring my belief of a different world! 

Where there is crucifixion, I say: I will stay in the struggle for I belong to God and I belong to the earth!  

In the name of Jesus who survived crucifixion! Amen. 

 

Pour the rest of the water or pout soil in your tree/plant and say: I bless you with this water/soil 

 

 

Suggestions: 

Make the sign of the cross  

Leave with an open heart for everyone who is suffering, human and non-human beings. 

Journal/create some artistic expression/photograph your experience. 

 


