
Ghost Ranch and Claudio Carvalhaes/Lent 2021 

Stations of the Cross and Ways of the Earth 

 

 

THIRTEENTH STATION: JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS 

 

It was now about noon and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon because of an 

eclipse of the sun. Then the veil of the temple was torn down the middle. Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

"Father, into your hands I commend my spirit"; and when he had said this, he breathed his last. 

(Luke 23: 44-46)  

Theological theme:  
 

The moment of Jesus’ death has arrived. The whole universe contorts itself for this moment, heavens and 

earth respond. In the Gospel of Luke, the sun is eclipsed. In the Gospel of Matthew 27, an earthquake 

coincides with the crucifixion: “And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice… The earth shook, the rocks 

split and the tombs broke open.”  Everything participates in this shattering moment! This is the time when 

God abandon Jesus, something is pulled off, distorted, broke, lost. It feels like death won. Jesus felt something 

happening and in Mark 15:34b, he said: “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Jesus body and soul 

cannot hold it anymore. In John 19:30 he says: “It is finished. Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” 

It’s over. There is nothing we can do besides close our eyes in silence or utter a raging scream. Jesus is dead.  

 

Theological insight: 
 

After a painful path to the cross, Jesus dies. Right before, Jesus feels the weight of God’s abandonment. With 

the death of Jesus, God becomes estranged to Godself. Perhaps, Jesus death is God’s failure. On the other 

hand, the cross shows how God was deeply embedded into the life of the world. As theologian Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer said after the Shoah: “only a suffering God can help us now.”  

 

The cataclysmic event in that moment shows how everything is interconnected and interrelated.. God, the 

universe, the earth, everything responds. The sun is eclipsed, the earth shakes, the rocks split, silence. What 

happens on earth changes the skies and vice versa. Davi Kopenawa,1 an Yanomami Shaman from the Amazon 

forest said: “the sky is falling.” And that is because we are digging fossil fuels which is what holds the sky up. 

That ancient belief is what science knowns today: if we continue to drill the earth and take its riches, the CO2 

that will go into the air will pollute the skies, hit the critical zone where the equilibrium of the earth happens 

and we all will get warm. The earth has already start acting up out of this unbalance. Something is already 

happening. 

 

The animals on earth, the dying oceans, the places of natural refugee, forests, are all crying out: “Why have 

you forsaken me?”  So many species are breathing their last breaths as we read this page. God’s estrangement 

from Jesus can also be shown in our estrangement from the earth. Our life with God never restored us to the 

earth and that makes it so difficult for us to the earth cry. Perhaps because we can’t hear our own cry? 

Perhaps because their voices do not matter? Perhaps because we don’t have ears to hear such cries? Should 

we ask ourselves: “why have we forsaken ourselves as we have also forsaken the earth?”  Should we ask God: 

“why have we forsaken you in the earth?” 

 

The earth is shattering right now under the crucified crosses of fossil, mineral, vegetal and animal extractivism. 

The sky will be eclipsed by our pollution. The sun will burn the earth. The earth is already shaking. In many 

places we can already hear: ‘It is finished.’ Is it time to bow our heads and give up our spirit? 

 
1 Davi Kopenawa, The Falling Sky: Words of a Yanomami Shaman (Cambridge: Belknap Press, 2013). 



Instructions - Bring a cup of water/soil with you. 

 

Seat or stand next to your tree/ plant. Pause and breathe in and out for 5 minutes. Slow breaths in and out. At 

every breathe you say:   I have arrived, by God’s mercy, I have arrived 

 

Once you finish your breathing meditation, pour a little water/soil and say:    With this water I bless you. 

 

Prayer  

God of love, I’ve come to you in this lonely hour to listen and to pray. I come to you to walk with Jesus in his 

path to the cross and to pay attention to the earth, your body, your gift to us. I pray to be one with you and 

the earth. I pray to be able to listen to you as I listen to the earth! I pray that the cross will remind me of your 

love given to me through the earth.  

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of the darkened skies, I come to you to remember Jesus giving his last words, crying out his abandonment 

and giving away his last breath and last words. Have mercy on him! 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of love, so many people feel the abandonment of their lives. People forgotten in prisons, people left at 

their own demise, people going hungry, poor people without shelter, without warmth, without care, without 

love. God of the abandoned, have mercy! 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of those breathing their last breaths, so many people are breathing their last breaths due to COVID. So 

many people dying alone at home, waiting in lines for hospitals beds. So many people mumbling their last 

words while they are waiting… God have mercy! 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of the darkened skies and the shattering earth, our planet is also breathing heavily and some places are 

breathing their last breaths. We are taking more than we should from the earth and we are crucifying the 

earth and ourselves. So many precious animals, minerals and vegetations are crying out why have you 

forsaken me? And we can’t hear it. Forests, the most diverse environments on earth, rich in so many forms of 

life, medicine and wonder, they are breathing their last breaths. God of the forests, forgive us for taking away 

the lives of those helping us to breathe. The wooden cross of Jesus are now the trees cut off and destroyed. 

And in the name of the cross of Jesus and in the name of all trees already destroyed on earth we pray: God 

have mercy! 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

Biblical Text - Luke 23: 44-46 

 

It was now about noon and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon because of an 

eclipse of the sun. Then the veil of the temple was torn down the middle. Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

"Father, into your hands I commend my spirit"; and when he had said this, he breathed his last. 

 



Meditation 

Think with these questions: 

 

What do Jesus last words mean to you today? 

“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  

"Father, into your hands I commend my spirit" 

‘It is finished.’  

 

How Jesus death can be related to so many forms of deaths in the world today? 

What Bonhoeffer’s phrase means to you: “only a suffering God can help us now.”  

 

Is this the end?  

If everything is interconnected, death bequest death but also, life bequest life. Life carries death and death 

carries life.  What forms of life are present in Jesus’ death on the cross?  

 

How we can hear the voice of so many animals, minerals, vegetations, forests, oceans, mountains today? 

When they ask us: my kin, why have you forsaken me?” What do we say? How can we respond? 

 

Meditate – Silence 

 

Ritual Gesture: 

 

Put your forehead on the tree or touch your plant carefully. Close your eyes and listen. Listen to what your 

tree/plant is telling you. Give time to listen.  

 

Today we won’t say anything but listen. Spend 10 minutes in silence next to your tree/plant, and listen to the 

wind, to the earth beneath your feet, to your body and to your heart. 

 

Pause-Silence 

 

(Now, continuing with your forehead on the tree or touching your plant say: Psalm 139: 11-12) 

 

If I say surely the darkness shall cover me 

Even the night shall be light about me… 

The darkness and the light are both alike to Thee. 

 

Blessing 

With your back touching the tree or one hand holding your plant, stretch your arms above you and say: 

“My precious earth: I hear you!  

"I will hold your spirit in me" 

‘It is finished!’ But I pray it isn’t…  

 

Pour the rest of the water or pout soil in your tree/plant and say: I bless you with this water/soil 

 

Suggestions: 

Make the sign of the cross  

Leave with an open heart for everyone who is suffering, human and non-human beings. 

Journal/create some artistic expression/photograph your experience. 

 


