
Ghost Ranch & Claudio Carvalhaes/Lent 2021 

Stations of the Cross and the Earth 

 

SECOND STATION - JESUS IS BETRAYED AND ARRESTED 

 

Theme of the Cross: 

The theme for this cross is Jesus’s betrayal and arrest. 

 

Theological insight: 

The same way Jesus was betrayed, we have betrayed the earth. The earth gives us all we need in plentiful ways 

and we don’t reciprocate. We betray God’s gift to us. The injustice of Jesus arrest and betray is mirror in our 

days. The same way that Jesus was arrested, we are arresting thousands of innocent people and putting them 

in jail and death roll. Our jails public and private are packed. Animals have been arrested in overfishing, over 

hunting. We put animals in cages without any conditions for a dignified life.   

 

Instructions 

 

Bring a cup of water with you. 

 

Seat or stand next to your tree. Pause and breathe in and out for 5 minutes. Slow breaths in and out. At every 

breathe you say:  

I have arrived, by God’s mercy, I have arrived 

 

Once you finish your breathing meditation, pour a little water next to the tree and say: 

With this water I bless you. 

 

Prayer  

 

God of love I’ve come to you in this lonely hour to listen and to pray. I come to you to walk with Jesus in his 

path to the cross ~ paying attention to the earth, your body, your gift to us. I pray to be one with you and the 

earth.  

 

I pray to be able to listen to you as I listen to Jesus being betrayed and arrested. 

I pray to be able to listen to you as I listen to those who have been arrested and betrayed.  

I pray to be able to listen to you as I listen to the earth who has been betrayed and arrested!  

I pray that the cross will remind me of your love given to me through the earth.  

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

May I remember Jesus feeling betrayed unjustly.  

 

God of the scary hours, so many people have been betrayed (I have too). The taste of bitterness stays in our 

mouths and linger there for so long... Today I pray for those who were betrayed. I pray for healing, for some 

kind of wholeness again. And I pray for those who betrayed. I pray for awareness and repentance.  God have 

mercy of us all for we are so confused. 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

continue 
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God of reconciliation, we have betrayed each other and we have betrayed the earth. Our betrayal begins with 

our lack of consciousness of our deepest belonging with the earth. And because of that, we see the earth as 

resources for our living only. We don’t pay attention to the life of the earth. We have turned everything into 

consumerism. We have made the earth private property. We forgot that we are the earth and we keep 

betraying ourselves as we betray the ways the earth cares for us. God of forgiveness, have mercy on us.  

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

Jesus taught us that we came to set us free. We pray for those who have been arrested. Any one that has been 

arrested, especially the children in private borders between Mexico and US. We ask forgiveness for creating 

jails to exist and for making it be a natural institution in our society as if punishment is the way to handle our 

sins. Help us treat each other better. We pray for an abolitionist revival in our country where everyone will be 

set free! And we will not fear! God of those arrested, give them sustenance, have mercy on them, set them 

free! 

 

Pause.- 1 minute 

 

God of all animals and species, we pray for all non-human life who have been locked, fished, hunted, 

experienced, caged, killed. We have lost our humanity. Help us turn our ways and see animals and species 

having equal worthy as us humans. Change our ways oh God, change our ways we pray.  

 

God have mercy.  

Amen. 

 

Bible Reading: Mark 14: 43-46 - The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

 

Then, while [Jesus] was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived, accompanied by a crowd with swords 

and clubs, who had come from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. His betrayer had arranged a signal 

with them, saying, "the man I shall kiss is the one; arrest him and lead him away securely." He came and 

immediately went over to him and said, "Rabbi." And he kissed him. At this they laid hands on him and 

arrested him. 

 

Ritual Gesture: 

 

Put your back on the tree and put your arms back as if you are shackled with the tree. Feel the body of the 

tree in your back. Let Wonder connect with you and you to Wonder.   

 

Pause 

 

Meditation 

 

Think with these questions: 

How did Jesus received the news of his betrayal and arrest?  

How can we find ways out of betrayals? OF feeling betrayed? 

continue 
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Some people are proposing to abolish jails and create other forms of relation. What do you think of a world 

without jails?  

We are so disconnected from the earth we don’t see that we are betraying the earth by consuming 

everything!  

Can we accept the ways we are treating animals? Arresting them for our desires, for our unattended 

destructive patterns?  

 

Meditate - Pray  

 

Silence 

 

Ritual of talking to the tree 

 

Dear <insert the name of your tree>,, I am glad we are becoming friends. If I may here is what I have been 

thinking about the stations of the cross, about Lent, about life…  

 

At the end, touch your head to the trunk of the tree and say both names: <your name and your tree’s name> 

 

Prayer 

 

God of loneliness and those abandoned. 

We, me and <insert your tree’s name> want to listen  

We want to listen to Jesus pain 

We want to listen to people’s pain 

Those with COVID 

Those losing beloved ones (including me…)  

We pray for your presence where they are.  

We pray  

for those in jails,  

for those without a home,  

for those going hungry,  

for those without health insurance,  

for those in despair,  

for those without means 

 

I now pray for <insert your tree’s name> 

I pray for her roots, for strength and healing 

 

We together will pray  

For this grass, for the sound of the rivers, for the clouds and starts above our heads, for the crickets and every 

other creature around us. May we feel the fulness of your presence through it all right now.  

 

God I have been frail, please listen to my cry. 

 

Amen. 

continue 
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Blessing 

Stretching your arms above you, say: 

I send a blessing to all feeling betrayed right now. 

I bless you, you bless me.  

I send a blessing to all arrested right now, for those at the count jail (name) near me. 

I bless you, you bless me. 

I send a special blessing to all children arrested at the borders right now. 

I bless you, you bless me.  

I send a blessing to all the earth being betrayed by us humans.  

I bless you, you bless me.  

I send a blessing to all non-human beings being arrested right now. 

I bless you, you bless me.  

 

May we hear each other’s sufferings,  

May we live in harmony and mutual care  

May all who are dying feel the embrace of love and kindness. 

Amen. 

 

Pour the rest of the water next to the tree (or on the plant) and say:  

I bless you with this water 

 

Touch the tree one more time.  

 

Suggestions: 

Make the sign of the cross  

Honor your tree with a bow. 

Recite Francis of Assisi’s Canticle of Brother Sun and Sister Moon to your tree (prayer included with Station 1, 

p.4 resources) 

Write/journal about your experience 

 


