
Stations of the Cross and the Ways of the Earth - Lenten Journey 2021 

STATION FOUR - INTRO 

Ghost Ranch, Cláudio Carvalhaes 

 

 

 

The Peace of Wild Things, by Wendell Berry 

 

When despair for the world grows in me 

and I wake in the night at the least sound 

in fear of what my life and my children’s lives may be, 

I go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests in his beauty on the water, and the great heron feeds. 

I come into the peace of wild things 

who do not tax their lives with forethought 

of grief. I come into the presence of still water. 

And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waiting with their light. For a time 

I rest in the grace of the world, and am free. 

 

From Collected Poems (North Point Press), © 1985. 

 

 

 

General Instructions 

 

During this time you will have this ritual to follow and you can go through it the way it is. But I hope you will 

change, move things, add or do what you and/or your community need or can do. Know that it might 

challenge you, it might frustrate you but this is also part of the process. And we will talk about the process 

every Monday.  

 

Before you start… 

 

I hope that by now you are able to go visit your tree if you haven’t done that yet. The stations of the cross will 

always happen near this tree you chose and gave a name. It can be in your backyard, in your street, in a park. 

If it is too cold and/or you have lots of snow stay home and do it with a plant. If it is a plant relate to the plant 

the same way. Adapt the prayers and rituals according to your proximity to the tree or the plant.  

 

. Bring a cup of water with you.  LET US CONTINUE!  

 

 

 

 



 

Ghost Ranch & Claudio Carvalhaes/Lent 2021 

Stations of the Cross and the Earth 

 

FOURTH STATION: JESUS IS DENIED BY PETER 

 

Theological theme:  

On top of betrayal and condemnation, Jesus is also denied by one of his beloved disciples.  

Peter’s denial is both shocking and somewhat reassuring and that is because it expresses our human desires 

and limitations. On the one hand, we want to follow Jesus in the best way we can and yet we fail so miserably. 

I often have two feelings about this Peter in this passage: Out of my righteousness, I feel outraged about what 

Peter did. After all they lived together, how could he do that? On the other hand, I see myself in him too. How 

could he not be scared? Everything was rising in unpredictable ways, and there were threats to his life. In sum, 

Peter helps us see our full humanity, our good and bad ways of being, feeling, desiring and relating to God. 

 

Theological insight: 

The same way Peter denied Jesus, we keep on denying the earth. We deny the earth in so many ways, here 

are some:  

. Forgetfulness: we live as if the earth is a given;  

. Unawareness: we don’t realize we are from the earth; we don’t realize everything we have  

   comes from the earth: internet, cloths, Bible, rings, pens, phones, books, everything IS earth! 

. Ownership: we think we own the earth when in fact we are part of the earth; we have turn the  

  earth into private property;  

. Belonging: the earth doesn’t belong to us; we belong to the earth; 

. Theologically: we humans are the pinnacle of God’s revelation and the rest of it (animals,  

  plants, trees) is there for our pleasure; 

. Eschatology: we think that the world is just a brief moment in our lives and that heaven is our  

  most important goal; 

. Spirituality: we live as if nothing around us is alive. 

 

Instructions 

 

Bring a cup of water with you. 

 

Seat or stand next to your tree/ plant. Pause and breathe in and out for 5 minutes. Slow breaths in and out. At 

every breath you say:  

I have arrived, by God’s mercy, I have arrived 

 

Once you finish your breathing meditation, pour a little water next to the tree/plant and say: 

With this water I bless you. 

Prayer  

God of love, I’ve come to you in this lonely hour to listen and to pray. I come to you to walk with Jesus in his 

path to the cross paying attention to the earth, your body, your gift to us. I pray to be one with you and the 

earth. I pray to be able to listen to you as I listen to the earth! I pray that the cross will remind me of your love 

given to me through the earth.  

 

Today, I come to you to remember that Jesus was denied by Peter, the one who loved Jesus so intensely.  

continue 
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Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of the wee hours, we are just like Peter. One moment we are courageous and in the next we are so 

fearful. One day we cut somebody’s ear and the next we are just afraid of what we did. We come to you 

asking for mercy. We carry with us our good and not so good angels. God of our mornings and evenings, we 

are capable of building beautiful things and also of destroying precious things. Have mercy on us. 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of our angels, we pray for those suffering with all sorts of mental illness these days. With COVID, so many 

people have lost structures of sustenance, places to hold them, people to care for them. So many people are 

dealing with depression, and abuse, and fear and anxiety. Children and adults.  God have mercy.  

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of <insert your tree’s name>, we pray for every place where the earth has been denied freedom, proper 

care and due provision. We have been like Peter saying we don’t know the earth is suffering, we have nothing 

to do with species being extinct, we have no business with deforestation and animals’ treatment. We deny life 

to earth when we can’t hear its voice. We repent, God, we want to change our ways of being, of relating, of 

believing, of engaging with the earth.  Amen. 

 

Pause – 1 minute 

 

God of change, we want to be transformed: 

Where there is forgetfulness about the earth, may I be a remembrance of your love for the earth. 

Where there is unawareness of relationship with the earth, let me remind people we are the earth. 

Where there is only talk about private property may I remind folks that the earth belongs to You. 

Where there is a sense of ownership when we think we own the earth let me say out loud that we belong to 

the earth.  

When we only talk and preach and pray about humans, let me pray with animals and plants, trees and rivers 

and mountains. 

Where there is only talk about heaven, let me speak about the earth hurting right now.  

Where there is a spirituality of words, only, may I touch the ground, lean on a tree, hold a plant, touch the 

water, breathe a long breath and listen to the birds. 

 

Biblical Text - Matthew 26: 69-75  

 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, ‘You also were with Jesus 

the Galilean.’ But he denied it before all of them, saying, ‘I do not know what you are talking about.’ When he 

went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus 

of Nazareth.’ Again he denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ After a little while the bystanders came 

up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.’ Then he began to curse, 

and he swore an oath, ‘I do not know the man!’ At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered 

what Jesus had said: ‘Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

continue 
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Meditation 

Think with these questions: 

Have you ever felt denied by a friend or someone you love?  

When do you feel you have been like Peter?  

What do we see in our world that relates to forms of denial to the poor? 

How are we denying life to earth? 

What parts of the earth are we denying life?  

How do we deny animals rights? 

How do our politics deny life to people and the earth? 

How does deregulation of energy in Texas create this nightmare?  

How can we gain awareness of these larger issues while composting it all with our faith in God who cares for 

the earth?  

How can we turn from denial to affirming life on earth? 

 

Meditate – Silence 

 

Ritual Gesture: 

 

Put your forehead on the tree. Or touch your plant carefully. Close your eyes and listen. Listen to what your 

tree/plant is telling you. Then you say:  

I don’t want to deny your existence. 

I don’t want to deny your suffering. 

I don’t want to deny my forgetfulness. 

In God’s name I will care for all God’s creation. Amen. 

 

It is a ritual gesture of tuning, listening, repenting and preparing for new ways of living!  

 

Blessing 

Stretching your arms above you, say: 

God of love I bless the earth as I bless <insert your tree’s name>. I bless the earth with affirming words of life 

in fulness!  

I affirm the rights to animals to live in honor. 

I affirm the rights of rivers to be clean. 

I affirm alternative forms of energy. 

I affirm full life to the oceans. 

I affirm the New Green Deal as a way to start thinking about a new world. 

I affirm the life of Jesus to the world as I remember Jesus denial.  

In Jesus name who was affirmed even when denied.  Amen. 

 

Pour the rest of the water next to the tree (or on the plant) and say:   I bless you with this water 

 

Suggestions: 

Make the sign of the cross  

Honor your tree with a bow. 

Recite Francis of Assisi’s Canticle of Brother Sun and Sister Moon to your tree (prayer on p.4 of Station 1) 

Write/journal about your experience 


